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Dear Parents & Guardians, 

  

We have enjoyed another wonderful, action-packed term, with our teaching and learning timetable 

complemented by some opportunities to meet and interact as a whole school community. 

  

For me, our festive programme leading up to our Nativity Services has been a particular highlight, how 

good it was to get back to the Inverurie Gospel Hall this year and have our celebrations face to face.  

Our staff and pupils worked very hard filming for these events; evident in the fantastic films that were 

delivered, and which I hope you enjoyed as much as I did.  The transition video was originally made for 

us in 2020 and it was incredible to see how many changes there had been in that time. 

During this term we have seen our range of Health and Wellbeing activities adapt and we have begun 

to use the Community Campus basketball court for our daily mile.  Mrs Plavecz also takes a number of 

classes through to the Academy to use their games hall.  Rebound Therapy and MOVE continue to 

thrive and we are being assessed as a MOVE Centre of excellence in March 2023. 

In June we succeeded in our reaccreditation by the National Autistic Society and will now be aiming for 

advanced accreditation.  It is a long process, taking up to three years but the learning and process 

involved will be beneficial for all of us. 

It was to be third time lucky for our Time Capsule which had been buried in our old build on 29th 

November 1996.  We had tried to open the Capsule as part of our leaving ceremony in 2020 but had 

been unable to do so due to the restrictions, this time last year Storm Arwen prevented us but on 29th 

November 2022 the Capsule was opened, revealing its many treasures.  We aim to rebury it with works 

from our current pupils on 29th November 2023 – fingers crossed. 

We are very much looking forwards to 2023 and the opportunities that will come with it. 

All that remains is for us here at St Andrew’s School to wish you a very Merry Christmas. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 
 



Craigievar 

 

 

This term we have been exploring different switches and toys for our topic. We have been using 

different apps on the iPad and our favourites have included “Thumb Jam” and “Drawing Stars.” 

Whilst using the iPads we have linked it to our new projector so the picture can be huge and 

positioned around the room. A favourite activity was using the Clevertouch screen to put on our 

own fireworks displays, letting off party popper fireworks and listening to our own bubble wrap 

fireworks which we went over with our wheelchairs. We have used switches to operate items 

such as a hairdryer to make blow paint monsters and to use with different light up/musical toys.  

For our baking sessions we have used switches to operate mixers/blenders to make soup, 

coleslaw, and different yummy treats. This term we have enjoyed the sensory stories “Lollipop 

Land,” “A Little bit of Magic” and “The First Christmas.”  

We have been exploring letters and number through song and messy play activities. It has been 

great to have Kodaly with Janet this term and she is a highlight of the week for the class. Each 

week some of the pupils have been working hard at Rebound sessions which they love and show 

big smiles. In the sensory rooms we have been exploring different sounds, lights, and colours. 
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This Term, Barra Castle’s topic has been Toys.  

We have had great fun sorting toys into different 

categories, using them to make bar charts, 

counting them and having sensory stories about 

them.  We have also used them to make art – one 

of the pupils’ favourite ones was painting with 

different balls.  They dipped balls in paint and 

rolled them in a tray, or dropped them onto paper.  

They even used the big physio ball to paint with – 

lots of fun!   

We were also learning about money, and counting 

in pennies, through play in our class toy shop.  

Pupils could choose different toys and with help 

count out the pennies to pay for them. 

Barra Castle have had Soundbeam with Kev this 

term, where they have been playing guitar and 

using different technology to make music.  Kev 

and I have both been really impressed with them, 

lots of nice sounds have been made.  They have 

also had PE with Fatime, the highlight of which 

was being pulled around the hall on scooter 

boards holding onto pool noodles       

We have also been doing well with Bucket Time, 

something which was introduced at the end of last 

term.  Pupils are getting really good at paying 

attention to the different items and are engaging 

well with it, I’m so pleased with them. 

Barra Castle have also been going to the campus 

basketball court once a week for Daily Mile.  They 

are loving having a huge, enclosed space to 

walk/run around in. They also continue to have 

daily time in the Sensory Integration Room, which 

is great for helping them all feel chilled out.  Twice 

a week they have time in the Immersion Room, 

where they are getting great at making choices of 

different screens. 

My favourite thing this term has been seeing 

pupils enjoying spending time playing beside each 

other, or sharing equipment.  It is lovely to see, 

and we will keep building on this as the year goes 

on.  I hope you all have a lovely, restful holiday 

and look forward to seeing you all in the New Year.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pitcaple Castle 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

For our topic this term we focussed 

on the weather. We looked at 

different types of weather and made 

it part of our good morning routine. 

We sang songs and learnt the 

Makaton signs of all the different 

weather conditions. We also read 

sensory stories and completed 

activities sorting out clothes required 

for the different weather we 

experience. Each day pupils have 

their own weather chart to record 

what the weather is.  

In numeracy we looked at data 

collection and made charts. Recently 

we have been looking at “12 Days of 

Scottish Christmas”. This topic 

incorporated different Scottish food 

and traditions into the Christmas 

story. This is something we are going 

to continue into next term as all the 

pupils really enjoyed it and we have 

lots more to explore! 

From all the Pitcaple class staff we 

wish you a lovely festive period.  

 

 

 



Huntly Castle pupils have had a great 

term continuing the topic of Inverurie. 

We visited Beggs Shoe Shop, then 

made our own shoes back in class and 

had fun brushing and polishing shoes 

and having our own shoe shop. A trip to 

M & Co inspired our Christmas 

patterned jumpers and we loved the lift 

and café in the Garden Centre! We 

bought a honking duck at Pets at Home 

for Miss Sutherland’s dog and enjoyed 

seeing the fish and guinea pigs. We 

went to see the Nativity scene in the 

town square and listened to the nativity 

story in class too. We have also studied 

some science, maths and language! We 

have all made super progress in 

swimming, moving and becoming more 

confident. Our Christmas treat of a train 

ride to Aberdeen has had to be 

postponed until the New Year on 

account of the rail strike and snowy 

days!  
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MIDMAR CASTLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It has been a busy term in Midmar Castle, the time 

has certainly flown by! 

This term in literacy, we have been focussing on 

comprehension, listening and talking skills and 

pencil control. In numeracy we have looked at 

measurement and we have just started to 

investigate symmetry. We have introduced 

classroom helper roles which have been met with 

differing amounts of enthusiasm but with support, 

everyone is helping a little bit more and building 

some important self-help skills. 

Our topic this term has been Forces and we have 

investigated pushing, pulling and gravity. We have 

done experiments in class and explored the forces 

we use in daily life around school and at the park. 

Until the weather turned, we had been getting out 

for a walk each week, visiting parks, doing 

shopping and enjoying snack at cafes. All the 

children are becoming more relaxed as they get 

used to being out and about and the fine pieces at 

the Acorn Centre are certainly motivating for 

everyone!  

Every Monday afternoon we have been 

investigating lots of different foods in our “Lets 

Investigate” lesson, we have smelt, felt, tasted 

many different fruits and vegetables.  We have 

then been practicing our cooking skills and making 

delicious soups and cakes with the ingredients. 

We had to say goodbye to our classmate Josh 

who is moving to Australia with his family. We 

spoke lots of where he is moving to, and we are 

going to miss him lots, but we know he is going to 

have lots of fun getting to swim every day in his 

own pool! 

From everyone in the Midmar Team, we wish you 

all a very Merry Christmas and look forward to 

seeing the pupils in January! 
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Another busy term in Castle Fraser. 

We had a few birthdays to celebrate this term 

so there has been a lot of candle blowing and 

cake! 

We loved going out to the Bennachie Lodge 

for lunch. We went there in the school minibus 

and loved getting menus and picking our 

lunch. We have had a few other trips out 

including coffee at Pitscurry – our trips always 

involve a snack of some sort! 

With Christmas fast approaching we have all 

taken part in the school nativity and enjoyed 

decorating the classroom. We are looking 

forward to seeing the Nativity. Lots and lots of 

Christmas crafts going on and glitter 

everywhere! 

This term we have been investigating pushing 

and pulling. It’s amazing what you can find, 

out and about to push and pull! We have 

investigated push and pull toys in class and 

sorted pictures into push and pull categories. 

For the pupils working towards their SQAs this 

helped them to work towards their national 

one in forces.  

Two of our pupils have been doing their Duke 

of Edinburgh award and have selected litter 

picking for their volunteering. They head out 

armed with their litter pickers to Jackson 

Street on a Friday afternoon to see what they 

can find. 

We enjoyed organising Children in Need Day 

and were delighted to raise £140 for this well 

deserving charity. We were all involved in 

making posters and promoting the day.  
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We have been very busy in Cluny Castle 

during Term 2.  

Our topic for this term has been Fun with Food 

and we have been making healthy snacks and 

baking. We have made hummus, tzatziki, 

tapioca, cloud bread and we have lots of 

festive treats planned for the last week. The 

topic is linked to two SQA modules.  

We were also involved in the filming of the 

Nativity and we cannot wait to see the finished 

video.  

The class have been lucky enough to have 

Janet on a weekly basis this term. Everyone 

thoroughly enjoys listening to their favourite 

songs and feeling the different rhythms and 

tempos on their bodies.  

The class have enjoyed getting wrapped up 

and going out for the daily mile and exploring 

the local environment; shopping for items that 

the class needed and looking for Christmas 

decorations.  

Twice a week we visit the Immersion Room. 

Our favourite scenes are underwater, starry 

night, fireworks, and monsters. All the class 

participate in activating the scenes.  

The class has also been learning about 

forces, focussing on pushing and pulling and 

exploring how things fall with gravity. We 

made noisy skittles by pushing sensory items 

into bottles, then knocked them over by 

pushing a ball towards them, enjoyed messy 

play with syringes, used switches to direct an 

adult pushing our wheelchairs but our 

favourite activity was the forces themed 

dance massage! 

Have a great Christmas break and we look 

forward to seeing you in 2023! 

The Cluny Castle Team 

  

 

 

 



Crathes Castle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During Term 2 in Crathes Castle, our learning has continued towards our National 2 units. 

 

During our Maths lessons, we have been looking at ‘shape, space and data in real life’. This has 

involved thinking about why an item is the shape it is: a ball is round so it rolls; a roof is triangular 

so that water runs off. This learning has also included looking at the different shapes of road 

signs and what they mean.  

In RME, we have been learning about Christianity and some of the bible stories. We have 

listened to, watched and rewritten the creation story and have enjoyed sharing the Noah’s Ark 

story too. We worked together to create the characters and to make an animation. 

In Science, we have been focusing on carrying out investigations and using scientific 

vocabulary such as variables and reliability. We have carried out several investigations looking 

at the forces of air resistance and gravity. We investigated what makes a good spinner – the 

slower the better! We changed one variable from size, materials or the number of paperclips. 

We also tried to get an egg safely to the ground by making a parachute and only changing one 

variable. It was a good job they were hard boiled eggs! 

We carried out a topical investigation where we investigated whether a snowman wearing a 

coat would melt faster or slower than one without a coat! Initially, we thought the snowman 

wearing a coat would melt faster but our investigation showed us that it didn’t! The coat is an 

insulator and keeps the snowman cold so it melted slower. 

Mrs Fatime organised for us to go to the Snowsports Festival at Aberdeen Snowsports Centre. 

We had the opportunity to try snow tubing and even had ski lessons. We had a great day and 

were very proud of ourselves! We have enjoyed using the new scooter boards too! 

We enjoyed being part of the time capsule opening and exploring the items that were inside. 

1996 was a long time ago! 

It has been a great term of learning in Crathes Castle. We are ready for the Christmas holidays 

and a little rest before we continue our learning next year!  

Have a lovely Christmas and see you in 2023. 

 

 



Fyvie Class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have all been busy in Fyvie Class this term taking part in some of our usual favourite activities 

along with some new ones. 

We have continued our fairy tale theme in literacy by listening to stories, making related craft 

items and carrying out sensory activities to explore our sounds of the week. 

We have also been doing our daily mile outside at the all-weather pitches. We have enjoyed 

getting out in the fresh air to walk round with our friends in other classes while listening to some 

great music.   

In baking this term, we have been weighing ingredients, mixing, cutting, feeling and tasting the 

produce. We have made star shaped short bread, hedgehog crispies, melted snowmen biscuits 

and chocolate muffins. We even got to taste some of these at snack time. 

In numeracy we have been exploring patterns by making our own with paint, paper, glue, beads, 

bears and blocks. We have all enjoyed looking for patterns in our own environments in class and 

out in the playground. 

As the term has progressed into December, we have been busy bees by taking part in Christmas 

Crafts and listening to some festive music. We have been using our skills from Makaton choir to 

sign along to some of the familiar Christmas tunes. 

Hope you all have a lovely break over the Christmas holidays and have a happy new year. 

 

 

 

   

  



Slains Castle 

 

 

 

 

 

This term Slains Castle have been exploring 

two SQA units: Sensory Perception and 

Developing Positive Behaviour.  In our 

‘Sensory Perception’ unit, we explored the 

different senses and used them in a range of 

activities.  Some examples of our sensory 

activities are fun with food, guessing different 

sounds, exploring smells, making 

marshmallow slime and reading sensory 

stories.  For our ‘Developing Positive 

Behaviour’ unit, we explored different 

behaviours and how they might make 

ourselves and others feel.  We then sorted 

behaviours into happy and sad.  We have 

been practising our positive behaviours such 

as waving, smiling, and sharing in school. 

We have continued to develop our physical 

skills through weekly swimming and rebound 

sessions – the pupils have really enjoyed 

these.  In PE we have enjoyed using the roller 

boards to develop our balance.  We have 

been using the new multipurpose court 

outside to do the daily mile with other classes 

in the school. 

This term we also had lots of fun participating 

in the filming of the nativity and doing 

Christmas crafts.  As part of our Duke of 

Edinburgh award, we made Christmas cards 

and hot chocolate reindeer cones to raise 

money for charity. 

This term we had two birthdays – happy 

birthday Luke and Shane! 

Wishing everyone a very Merry Christmas! 

 

 

 



TILLYCAIRN CASTLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Our second term together as a class has just flown 

by!   

This term our maths learning has been focused 

around exploring capacity and addition.  We all 

enjoyed making ‘potions’ using coloured water, 

carefully following instructions with different 

measurements.  Everyone has been using different 

resources to develop their understanding of 

addition including everyday objects, numicon, 

hundred squares and calculators.  

In literacy we continue to develop our skills for life 

and have been communicating our personal details 

with others for different purposes.  We have also 

been finding and using information from different 

texts.  

Our topic this term has been ‘Light and Sound’.  We 

have conducted different experiments to explore 

how light and sound travel.  A particular highlight 

for everyone was creating shadow puppets using 

black card.  

Tillycairn pupils continue to experience the wider 

community campus and this term have enjoyed 

scooting around the large gym hall on scooter 

boards.  We were invited to a Remembrance Day 

assembly at Inverurie Academy and worked hard to 

recite a special remembrance poem in front of a 

small audience.  A pupil in class has experienced 

success at weekly HE sessions at Inverurie 

Academy, using a sewing machine to create an 

apron from an old pair of jeans.    

As we approach the end of term our focus has 

turned towards Christmas celebrations.  We’ve had 

fun decorating the classroom, creating Christmas 

crafts and enjoying a delicious Christmas lunch. 

Merry Christmas from everyone in Tillycairn.  

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wardhill Castle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have had a busy term in Wardhill Castle. 

We began the term by looking at Halloween 

and Bonfire Night and doing lots of craft 

activities with these. We have also enjoyed 

weekly Science Investigations making lava 

lamps and exploding volcanoes. Our topic this 

term has continued to be emotions 

We bake on a Wednesday morning and enjoy 

decorating our biscuits and cakes before we 

eat them for snack. One of our favourites was 

making emotion biscuits.  

We are a very active class and take part in 

daily exercises by following Joe Wicks. We 

also swim, do the daily mile, Yoga and have 

PE sessions in the Academy.  

We have enjoyed getting ready for Christmas. 

We decorated our classroom, enjoyed a 

Christmas Lunch, took part in filming our 

Nativity show and have been busy making 

Christmas crafts.   

We hope you all have a lovely Christmas and 

can’t wait to see you all in the New Year.  

 

 

 

  

 

Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New 

Year 

From  

Wardhill Castle  



MOVE, DofE, Rebound, RRSA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOVE – Pupils have been working hard 

towards their targets. In swimming sessions, 

we will also begin to work towards ‘I Can’ 

and Discovery Duckling Awards alongside 

their MOVE targets, so watch out for 

certificates and badges coming home soon. 

We have been chosen as the school to host 

the Northeast Scotland and National Scottish 

MOVE days this year. The school will 

undergo assessment for Gold Quality Mark 

and Centre of Excellence on 6th March.  

 

Rebound – Congratulations to Ryan and Ava 

who have achieved their Level 1 Awards. 

Pupils continue to work towards their awards. 

 

DofE – We have 2 pupils starting their 

Bronze this year and 11 continuing onto their 

Silver Award. All pupils have begun working 

toward their Volunteering, Skills and Physical 

sections. More information will come home 

about expedition days in the new year.  

 

RRSA – Staff and pupils have started 

integrating Rights based education into the 

curriculum. We have a Right of the Month 

each month for focused learning. Classes 

have also started to write Class Charters that 

showed how staff and pupils will be 

respectful of rights in their classrooms. We 

are being assessed for our Silver Award on 

8th June.  

 

 

 

 

 



Time Capsule Opening 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


